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BMP 14.00. Prefabricated Driving Ground Protection Mat 

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS 

Objectives  
The purpose of a Prefabricated Driving Ground 
Protection Mat is to prevent rutting, minimize 
sediment tracking, protect wetlands from equipment 
damage, and avoid equipment getting stuck when 
driving through soft or muddy ground.   

Description 
Prefabricated Ground Protection Mats are flexible, 
sturdy fabric mats with ribs, or solid or flexible 
plastic mats or tiles.  

Other Names 
Mud Mats, Tundra Mats, Portable Access Mats, 
Temporary Roadway System. 

Applicability 
Prefabricated Driving Ground Protection Mats can 
be used to protect the ground surface from eroding 
when equipment is driving on it or to protect 
sensitive areas.  

Selection Considerations 
Prefabricated Driving Ground Protection Mats come 
in light- and heavy-duty grades. The grade of the 
mat needed should be determined based on the size 
and type of equipment that will use the mat, the 
frequency of use, and the type of ground the mat is 
protecting. Mats that are placed over a ground 
surface that requires preservation may require a 
heavier grade than mats placed on dirt surfaces 
without vegetation. 

Prefabricated Driving Ground Protection Mats 
surfaces can be smooth or cleated to provide traction 
for vehicular traffic or pedestrians. When placed 
with the cleated side down, the cleats provide 
additional protection for solid surfaces such as 
concrete or asphalt surfaces. 

• Prefabricated Driving Ground Protection Mats 
have the ability to interlock to form custom 
sizes. 

• Ground pressure from vehicles may be reduced, 
causing minimal ground disturbance. 

• Prefabricated Driving Ground Protection Mats 
can be rolled up or stacked for easy transport, 
storage, and reuse. 

• Prefabricated Driving Ground Protection Mats 
can be washed and reused depending on the 
amount of wear. 

Common Failures or Misuses 
• Placement of reinforcing ribs in fabric mats 

parallel to the direction of traffic. 

• Unless properly secured, mats can be dislodged 
or transported by traffic or high winds. 

SPECIFICATIONS  

Standard Specification 

• 676 – Prefabricated Driving Ground Protection 
Mat 

Drawing  

• BMP-14.00   Prefabricated Driving Ground 
Protection Mat 
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