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STATE OF ALASKA Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
University Avenue Rehab and Widening
State: Z632130000    Fed: 0617003
Chena River        Fairbanks, Alaska

Location and Vicinity Map
Figure 1          Date 1/27/2020
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Re-Evaluation Changes to Plan Figures

&
North

&

Vian Way to access Davis
Road via Alston Road

&

Additional strip R/W
acquisition needed from
USA Property to
accommodate ditch
drainage and utility
relocation

&

Median to be closed, not
open as shown in EA

&

Davis Road Intersection will
not be signalized as
proposed
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University Avenue Rehab and Widening
State: Z632130000    Fed: 0617003
Chena River        Fairbanks, Alaska

Project Changes
Figure 2          Date 1/27/2020
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&
19th Ave. median will be
closed with no left turn
lanes

&

&

Fire station access median will
be left open and a left turn lane
developed northbound only. No
driveway relocation.

&

Add bus pullout

&

Driveway already present.
Relocation not needed.

&
Section line easements,
work on them requires
additional R/W acquisition

Section line easements,
work on them requires
additional R/W acquisition

&
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Project Changes
Figure 3          Date 1/27/2020
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&

Vacant lot changed from
partial R/W acquisition to
full R/W acquisition to
provide snow storage area
for south end of Univ Av.

&

Rewak East Leg: now has
dedicated left, through,
and right lanes

&Safeway parcel has been subdivided into 4
lots instead of the one lot in the EA/FONSI.
This increases the reported lots impacted in
the Re-evaluation

Waterline moved to cross
behind gas pumps due to
required separation from gas
pumps, lighting system, and
sewer. New easement to be
acquired from Safeway.

&
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Project Changes
Figure 4          Date 1/27/2020
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& &

University Av-
One left turn lane
on each leg
rather than two
left turn lanes

&

Add bus turnout

&

DNR/BLM entrance would remain
open to right-in, right-out traffic
instead of being. A right turn
pocket would be constructed on
University Av southbound.

&

& New R/W acquisition area on
North side of Geraghty due to
sidewalk relocation from the
south side to North side.
Acquisition is for the same length
and limits. R/W depicted on the
south side is no longer needed
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Project Changes
Figure 5          Date 1/27/2020

Re-Evaluation Changes to Plan Figures

&
North

Fi
g.
 6

Fi
g.
 4

&

Cul-de-sac removed.
The frontage road now
terminates in a parking
lot.

&

Bus Turnout Eliminated



Stanton driveway
entrance changed

New waterline bore

&

&

&

Expanded R/W acquisition at bridge
crossing due to grade raise needed
to accommodate deeper bridge
girders (for seismic design) and to
maintain the existing navigational
clearance.

&

Schaeffer Property- additional full
acquisition of a residential parcel

Bore the existing overhead
power and communications
lines underground, beneath
the Chena River

&

&

&

&

Stanton driveway
entrance changed

Murakami property-
partial acquisition
with required with
structure demolition

&

Oines property- full
acquisition required due
to heating oil tank,
property owner desired
total acquisition
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Project Changes
Figure 6          Date 1/27/2020

&

New R/W for
final design
needs

&

&

Repave all of
Halverson Road

&

New R/W for final
road design needs

Re-Evaluation Changes to Plan Figures

&
North

Fi
g.
 7

Fi
g.
 5



STATE OF ALASKA Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
University Avenue Rehab and Widening
State: Z632130000    Fed: 0617003
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Project Changes
Figure 7          Date 1/27/2020
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Halverson Road

Additional R/W due to
final grading, drainage,
design, and utility
relocation. Necessary
construction and
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500' south
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and traffic rerouted to
Indiana Ave
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Apartments- Changed
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previous owner
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Project Changes
Figure 8          Date 1/27/2020

Additional R/W for
final grading,
drainage, and utility
relocation.

&

&

Wolf Run becomes
loop, cul-de-sac
eliminated

&

Wolf Run properties-
full acquisition of two
parcels (vacant except
for one abandoned
house)

Solomon Property-
Full residential
acquisition and
building demo

&

&
&

Geist Rd./Johansen Expressway- Two
left turn lanes on each leg rather
than one. Termini extended and
median added to Geist Rd for
intersection channelization.

&

TL 510 & 544-
Total acquisition
needed, structures
demolished by
owner

&

Sandvik Intersection-
proposed pedestrian crossing
beacon

&

New bus turnout
location, 100 feet
south of EA
location
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Project Changes
Figure 9          Date 1/27/2020
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Previous bus
turnout
location. Now
100 feet south

&

New end of project at
southern boundary of
intersection

&

Thomas  St- Median will
remain open, rather
than closed
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Project Changes
Figure 10          Date 1/27/2020
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Project Changes
Figure 11          Date 1/27/2020
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Appendix A 









1-27-2020

Matthew Wedeking

Division Operations Manager

01.27.2020

the Chena River State Recreation Site.



Project Number (State and Federal):  Z63213000/(0617)003  2  Form Version November 2017 
Project Name:  University Avenue Rehabilitation Widening 
Section 4(f) Property Name:  Chena River State Recreation Site 

     
      ___     _________________________________________ 
         [Print Name] NEPA Program Manager 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments:  
1. Figures 
2. Copy of Public Notice and comments/responses 
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Chena River        Fairbanks, Alaska

Location and Vicinity Map
Figure 1          Date 11/12/2019
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STATE OF ALASKA Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
University Avenue Rehab and Widening
State: Z632130000    Fed: 0617003
Chena River        Fairbanks, Alaska
Park Boundaries and Major Features
Figure 2          Date 11/12/2019
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Park Construction Impacts Map
Figure 3          Date 11/12/2019
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Approach
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Construction Easement Map
Figure 4          Date 11/12/2019
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Section 4(f) De minimis Public Notice 

 

 

 



AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATIONAFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATIONAFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATIONAFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

STATE OF ALASKA
  FOURTH DISTRICT

} SS.

          Before me, the undersigned, a notary  public, this day 
personally  appeared Linda Ness, who, being first  duly  sworn, 
according to law, says that she/he is  an Advertising Clerk of 
the Fairbanks Daily  News-Miner, a newspaper (i) published in 
newspaper format, (ii) distributed daily  more than 50 weeks 
per year,  (iii) with a total circulation of  more than 500 and more 
than 10% of  the population of  the Fourth Judicial District, (iv) 
holding a second class mailing permit from the United States 
Postal Service, (v) not published primarily  to distribute 
advertising,  and (vi) not intended for a particular professional 
or occupational group. The advertisement which is  attached is 
a true copy  of  the advertisement published in said paper on 
the following day(s):

01/08/2020, 01/11/2020, 01/15/2020, 01/19/2020

and that the rate charged thereon is not excess of  the rate 
charged private individuals, with the usual discounts.

________________________________________________
Advertising Clerk

Subscribed and sworn to me this 23rd day of January, 2020.  

_______________________________________________
Marena Burnell, Notary Public in and for the State of Alaska.

My commission expires December 7th, 2021.

          Before me, the undersigned, a notary  public, this day 
personally  appeared Linda Ness, who, being first  duly  sworn, 
according to law, says that she/he is  an Advertising Clerk of 
the Fairbanks Daily  News-Miner, a newspaper (i) published in 
newspaper format, (ii) distributed daily  more than 50 weeks 
per year,  (iii) with a total circulation of  more than 500 and more 
than 10% of  the population of  the Fourth Judicial District, (iv) 
holding a second class mailing permit from the United States 
Postal Service, (v) not published primarily  to distribute 
advertising,  and (vi) not intended for a particular professional 
or occupational group. The advertisement which is  attached is 
a true copy  of  the advertisement published in said paper on 
the following day(s):

01/08/2020, 01/11/2020, 01/15/2020, 01/19/2020

and that the rate charged thereon is not excess of  the rate 
charged private individuals, with the usual discounts.

________________________________________________
Advertising Clerk

Subscribed and sworn to me this 23rd day of January, 2020.  

_______________________________________________
Marena Burnell, Notary Public in and for the State of Alaska.

My commission expires December 7th, 2021.

          Before me, the undersigned, a notary  public, this day 
personally  appeared Linda Ness, who, being first  duly  sworn, 
according to law, says that she/he is  an Advertising Clerk of 
the Fairbanks Daily  News-Miner, a newspaper (i) published in 
newspaper format, (ii) distributed daily  more than 50 weeks 
per year,  (iii) with a total circulation of  more than 500 and more 
than 10% of  the population of  the Fourth Judicial District, (iv) 
holding a second class mailing permit from the United States 
Postal Service, (v) not published primarily  to distribute 
advertising,  and (vi) not intended for a particular professional 
or occupational group. The advertisement which is  attached is 
a true copy  of  the advertisement published in said paper on 
the following day(s):

01/08/2020, 01/11/2020, 01/15/2020, 01/19/2020

and that the rate charged thereon is not excess of  the rate 
charged private individuals, with the usual discounts.

________________________________________________
Advertising Clerk

Subscribed and sworn to me this 23rd day of January, 2020.  

_______________________________________________
Marena Burnell, Notary Public in and for the State of Alaska.

My commission expires December 7th, 2021.
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Notice of Proposed de minimis Section 4(f) Finding
UNIVERSITY AVENUE REHABILITATION & WIDENING

Project Number (0617003/Z632130000)

The Alaska Department of Transportation (DOT&PF) is requesting public 
comments on DOT&PF’s intent to make a finding that the proposed University 
Avenue Rehabilitation and Widening will not adversely affect the features, 
attributes, and activities of the Chena River State Recreation Site (CRSRS). 
The CRSRS is protected under Section 4(f) of The Department of 
Transportation Act of 1966. The DOT&PF will make a de minimis impact 
finding after consultation with the Department of Natural Resources (Official 
with Jurisdiction), consideration of comments received, and incorporation of 
minimization and enhancement measures.

The proposed project will widen approximately 2 miles of University Avenue to 
accommodate a center raised median, left turn lanes, shoulders, and wider 
sidewalks. Driveway access points will be consolidated or re-routed to side 
streets. The University Avenue Bridge over the Chena River will be replaced. 
The purpose is to improve safety and mobility on University Avenue.

The project will require a temporary construction work area within the CRSRS. 
The CRSRS boat launch next to the University Avenue Bridge will be 
temporarily closed for safety purposes during which boaters will be redirected 
to alternative public boat launches. Vehicle and pedestrian access will be 
maintained with no more than minor interruptions, including that to pave the 
boat launch parking lot. The temporary construction work area will involve 2.85 
acres (10%) of the 29 acre park. During bridge construction a waterline utility 
will be bored under the Chena River and the boat launch parking lot, along the 
pedestrian path, and into the University Avenue right-of-way.

A draft de minimis Section 4(f) finding discusses the project details, temporary 
impacts to the CRSRS, coordination efforts, and proposed minimization and 
mitigation measures and is available for review at DOT&PF. To request a copy 
or submit comments, please contact Lauren Little, P.E. no later than January 
22, 2020.

Lauren Little, P.E., Northern Region Project Delivery Team Lead 
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 

2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, AK 99709 
Phone: (907) 451- 5371 | Fax: (907) 451-5126 | E-mail: lauren.little@alaska.gov

The following executive orders apply: Executive Order (EO) 11990, Notice of 
Wetland Involvement; EO 12898, Environmental Justice; EO 11593, Protection 
and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment; EO 11988, Floodplain 
Management, EO 13112, Invasive Species.

DOT&PF operates Federal Programs without regard to race, color, national 
origin, sex, age, or disability. Full Title VI Nondiscrimination Policy: http://dot.
alaska.gov/tvi_statement.shtml. Individuals with disabilities who may need 
auxiliary aids, services, and/or special modifications to participate in this 
public open house should contact the project manager listed above. Requests 
should be made at least 10 days before the accommodation is needed to 
make any necessary arrangements. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), 
call (907) 451-2363.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by 
applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, 

carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of 
Understanding dated November 3, 2017 and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.

STATE OF ALASKA / DOT
2301 PEGER ROAD
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99709

Reference:  UNIV AVE REHAB
Ad #:   602326
Account #: 5836



F6
02
32
6-
1

 DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION & PUBLIC FACILITIES NORTHERN REGION
 DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION & PUBLIC FACILITIES NORTHERN REGION

F
60

16
74

-1

Notice of Proposed de minimis Section 4(f) Finding
UNIVERSITY AVENUE REHABILITATION & WIDENING

Project Number (0617003/Z632130000)

The Alaska Department of Transportation (DOT&PF) is requesting public 
comments on DOT&PF’s intent to make a finding that the proposed University 
Avenue Rehabilitation and Widening will not adversely affect the features, 
attributes, and activities of the Chena River State Recreation Site (CRSRS). 
The CRSRS is protected under Section 4(f) of The Department of 
Transportation Act of 1966. The DOT&PF will make a de minimis impact 
finding after consultation with the Department of Natural Resources (Official 
with Jurisdiction), consideration of comments received, and incorporation of 
minimization and enhancement measures.

The proposed project will widen approximately 2 miles of University Avenue to 
accommodate a center raised median, left turn lanes, shoulders, and wider 
sidewalks. Driveway access points will be consolidated or re-routed to side 
streets. The University Avenue Bridge over the Chena River will be replaced. 
The purpose is to improve safety and mobility on University Avenue.

The project will require a temporary construction work area within the CRSRS. 
The CRSRS boat launch next to the University Avenue Bridge will be 
temporarily closed for safety purposes during which boaters will be redirected 
to alternative public boat launches. Vehicle and pedestrian access will be 
maintained with no more than minor interruptions, including that to pave the 
boat launch parking lot. The temporary construction work area will involve 2.85 
acres (10%) of the 29 acre park. During bridge construction a waterline utility 
will be bored under the Chena River and the boat launch parking lot, along the 
pedestrian path, and into the University Avenue right-of-way.

A draft de minimis Section 4(f) finding discusses the project details, temporary 
impacts to the CRSRS, coordination efforts, and proposed minimization and 
mitigation measures and is available for review at DOT&PF. To request a copy 
or submit comments, please contact Lauren Little, P.E. no later than January 
22, 2020.

Lauren Little, P.E., Northern Region Project Delivery Team Lead 
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 

2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, AK 99709 
Phone: (907) 451- 5371 | Fax: (907) 451-5126 | E-mail: lauren.little@alaska.gov

The following executive orders apply: Executive Order (EO) 11990, Notice of 
Wetland Involvement; EO 12898, Environmental Justice; EO 11593, Protection 
and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment; EO 11988, Floodplain 
Management, EO 13112, Invasive Species.

DOT&PF operates Federal Programs without regard to race, color, national 
origin, sex, age, or disability. Full Title VI Nondiscrimination Policy: http://dot.
alaska.gov/tvi_statement.shtml. Individuals with disabilities who may need 
auxiliary aids, services, and/or special modifications to participate in this 
public open house should contact the project manager listed above. Requests 
should be made at least 10 days before the accommodation is needed to 
make any necessary arrangements. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), 
call (907) 451-2363.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by 
applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, 

carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of 
Understanding dated November 3, 2017 and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.



During the Public Notice Comment period for the new Section 4(f) De minimis from 1/8/2020-
1/22/2020 no comments were made by the public.  

 

Abigail McHenry 

Environmental Impact Analyst I 

1/24/2020 









University Avenue Rehabilitation Widening

Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
Notice of Proposed de minimis Section 4(f) Finding 

UNIVERSITY AVENUE REHABILITATION WIDENING
Project Number (0617)003/Z63213000

The Alaska Division of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) in cooperation with the Alaska 
Department of Transportation (DOT&PF) is seeking public comments on an intended de minimis Section 4
(f) finding for the proposed University Avenue Rehabilitation Widening project located between the 
Mitchell Expressway and Thomas Street in Fairbanks, Alaska.  

The proposed project would widen approximately 2 miles of University Avenue to accommodate a center 
raised median, left turn lanes, shoulders, and wider sidewalks.  Driveway access points would be 
consolidated or re-routed to side streets.  In addition, the University Avenue Bridge over the Chena River 
would be replaced.  The purpose is to improve safety and reduce the high crash rate on University Avenue 
and its high traffic volume intersections.

To provide space for construction, the proposed project would require a temporary construction work 
area within the Chena River State Recreation Site (CRSRS), also known and referred to as the Chena River 
Wayside.  The CRSRS is protected under Section 4(f) of The Department of Transportation Act of 1966.  
The CRSRS boat launch next to the University Avenue Bridge would need to be temporarily closed for 
safety purposes.  Boaters would be redirected to alternative public boat launches upstream and 
downstream.  Vehicle and pedestrian access in and through the park would be maintained with no more 
than minor interruptions.  The temporary construction work area would involve 2.85 acres (10%) of the 29-
acre park.  Approximately half of this acreage would be required to construct park enhancements 
including accessing and paving of the currently unpaved boat launch parking lot.  The FHWA has 
consulted with the Department of Natural Resources (CRSRS owner) and the public.  As a result, FHWA 
intends to make a finding that, after consideration of measures incorporated into the project to avoid, 
minimize, mitigate, and enhance the CRSRS, the proposed project would not adversely affect the activities, 
features, and attributes of the Chena River Wayside that qualify it for protection.  

A draft de minimis Section 4(f) finding discusses the project details, temporary impacts to the Chena River 
Wayside, coordination efforts to date, and proposed minimization and mitigation measures. 

A copy of the draft de minimis Section 4(f) finding is available at the State of Alaska Northern Region 
Department of Transportation and Facilities (DOT&PF), 2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, AK 99709.  Electronic 
or paper copies are also available from DOT&PF.  To request a copy, or ask a question, please contact 
Lauren Little at lauren.little@alaska.gov or by phone at 907-451-5371.  

Comments should be submitted no later than by the close of business on April 5, 2017.

Send comments to:

                        Lauren Little, P.E.
                        Engineering Manager

                        Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
                        2301 Peger Road

                        Fairbanks, AK 99709

For special accommodations call the Statewide Environmental Manager or Alaska Relay at (800) 770-8973 
for TTY, (800) 770-8255 for voice, (800) 770-3919 for ASCII, (866) 355-6198 for STS and ask the 
communications assistant to call the contact listed in this public notice so arrangements can be made to 
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assist you.

Attachments
None

Revision History
Created 3/7/2017 9:51:49 AM by vzboyd

Details

Department:
Transportation and Public 
Facilities

Category: Public Notices
Sub-Category:
Location(s): Northern Region
Project/Regulation #: (0617)003/Z632130000

Publish Date: 3/7/2017
Archive Date: 4/5/2017

Events/Deadlines:

Attachments, History, Details

Page 2 of 2University Avenue Rehabilitation Widening - Alaska Online Public Notices

3/7/2017https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=184892




