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1 INTRODUCTION 

The Northern Region Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF), in 
cooperation with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is proposing improvements to the St. 
Mary’s Airport, located in western Alaska (Figure 1). St. Mary’s Airport is a state‐owned regional 
airport serving general and commercial users throughout Alaska.  

Currently, the ADOT&PF is gathering information about current and forecasted airport operations, 
key issues regarding the airport within the surround communities, and current airport conditions 
and future needs. The ADOT&PF is also completing a socio-economic analysis for St. Mary’s and 
the surroundings communities. This information will be used to develop a plan to address the 
safety and compliance issues associated with the substandard Runway Safety Area at the airport 
in order to secure future FAA funding for needed surfacing and lighting improvements. The 
proposed project is funded through FAAs the Airport Improvement Program. 

 

Figure 1: Project Location  
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2 PURPOSE OF THE SCOPING SUMMARY REPORT 

The purpose of this Scoping Summary Report is to document public involvement undertaken to 
inform and seek input from affected stakeholders and the general public. This report, with its 
appendices, summarizes the scoping methods used, identifies key issues and concerns, and 
categorizes comments received along with their sources. 
 
3 PUBLIC SCOPING METHODS 

Solicitation efforts consisted of two types:  

• Solicitation of general input about the project from the surrounding communities and local 
businesses 

• Solicitation of user-specific input from air carriers who use the St. Mary’s Airport.  

3.1 Notice of Intent 

The ADOT&PF published public notices to begin engineering and environmental studies and 
solicit questions and comments from the public on the State of Alaska Online Public Notices 
website and through display advertising in the Alaska Dispatch News in April 2018. A copy of 
these documents are included in Appendix A. 

3.2 Community Outreach 

Post Card Mailers 

Informational project postcards were mailed to post office box holders in St. Mary’s and the 
surrounding communities of Pikas Point, Mountain Village, and Pilot Station. A copy the post card 
and contact list are included in Appendix B. The post card provided stakeholders with information 
regarding the proposed project, the upcoming public meeting, access to an online survey, and 
project team contact information.  

Project Materials 

Presentation materials included a project fact sheet, graphics showing the project area, proposed 
improvements, and existing conditions, as well as a comment sheet. These meeting materials 
were made available on the project website and also displayed and handed out at a public 
meeting. Meeting materials are available in Appendix B. 

Website 

The ADOT&PF created a one page website which provided project information and team member 
contact information. The website also provided access to all meeting materials and project 
surveys. The project website is located at http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/stmarys/. 

Surveys 

Three surveys were developed according to different user groups associated with the St. Mary’s 
Airport. The purpose of each survey was to identify specific airport needs and/or concerns within 
each user group. The survey user groups were categorized as follows: 
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• Traveler, Resident, and /or Elected Official  
• Business Owner or Manager 
• Air Carrier, Lease Holder, or Pilot 

Surveys were posted on-line on April 12, 2018 and were made available until May 18, 2018, at 
the link identified on the postcard mailer as well as ADOT&PF’s website. An on-line notice was 
also published notifying the public of survey availability and the upcoming open house meeting. 
Hard copies of the surveys were also mailed to the locations listed below: 

• Algaaciq Native Village 
• Asa’carsarmiut Tribe 
• Mountain Village City Hall 
• Native Village of Pitka’s Point 

Corporation 

• Nerklikmute Native Corporation 
• Pilot Station Tradition Village 
• St. Mary’s City Hall 
• Yupiit of Andreafski 

As of June 15, 2018, 54 traveler/resident/elected official surveys, 12 business owner/manager 
surveys, and 9 air carrier/lease holder/pilot surveys have been received. All surveys that were 
completed by hand were entered electronically to the on-line data base. Air carrier/lease 
holder/pilot surveys were collected via phone as well as on-line.  A summary of the data as well 
as individual surveys are located in Appendix C. Interviews and consultation with commercial air 
carries who regularly use the St. Mary’s Airport is on-going. 

Open House Meeting 

On April 26, 2018, 66 members of the public signed into an ‘open house’ style public meeting at 
the city hall in St. Mary’s. The team included three members from ADOT&PF, three members 
from HDL Engineering Consultants, and one member from Northern Economics.  

Prior to the meeting two reminders were sent out via email on April 16 and 23, 2018. A copy of 
the email list (contact list) is included in Appendix B. The meetings were also advertised on the 
Central Region ADOT&PF Public Involvement Calendar and on the project website. 

During the public meeting the team received 9 written comments, 31 traveler/resident surveys, 
and 1 business owner/manager survey. Verbal comments were recorded by team members 
during the meeting and were included in the comment summary response (see Section 5). 
Attendees were also encouraged to submit additional comments and surveys to ADOT&PF or 
HDL Engineering Consultants, LLC’s project managers via the email addresses listed on any of 
the project materials or complete the survey on line. 

4 AIR CARRIER OUTREACH 

Project team members identified a list of commercial air carriers who use the St. Mary’s Airport. 
These stakeholders were contacted via phone and asked to complete the survey in addition to 
being included in the general project scoping activities. The purpose of specific air carrier outreach 
via phone was to identify airport needs and aviation forecasts and solicit information about airport 
issues. Currently, 17 air carriers have been identified. Outreach with these stakeholders is on-
going. 
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5 DOCUMENTATION OF SCOPING COMMENTS 

Public and stakeholder comments have been organized by topic and have been recorded in a 
comment summary and response table (Appendix D). The main comments received related to 
runway length and the lack of functioning Automated Weather Observing System.   

6 AGENCY SCOPING 

An agency scoping letter was sent out on February 21, 2018, however since then the original 
scope of the project has changed. At this time ADOT&PF is completing planning studies which 
will aid in the identification of airport needs and aviation forecasts.  

7 SUMMARY 

The feedback collected throughout the information gather phase of the project will be used to 
identify key issues and concerns regarding the airport. 
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PAID
PERMIT NO. 537
ANCHORAGE, AK

Brooks & Associates
1704 Rogers Park Court
Anchorage, AK  99508-4070

Anne Brooks, Public Participation Specialist, Brooks & Associates 
907-272-1877, anne.brooksalaska@gmail.com

Event Organizer:

Open House
Thursday, April 26 2018

The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities, in 
cooperation with the Federal Aviation Administration, is proposing 
improvements to the St. Mary’s Airport. The project will be funded 
through FAA grants. Prior to obtaining the funding, the FAA 
requires that the runway safety area meet current design standards. 
To determine appropriate design standards for St. Mary’s Airport, 
the Department is seeking your input regarding how the airport 
plays a role in your community. Your input will help us identify key 
issues and concerns regarding current airport conditions and future 
needs. The information you provide will assist the Department in 
developing a conditions and needs assessment, which will be used 
to plan for airport improvements. To date, planned improvements 
include:

The Department would like to hear from you. 
Links to surveys regarding the airport and speci�c uses are provided 
below. You may �ll out more than one survey if you �t into multiple 
use categories. The Department will use the information you provide 
as well as comments collected at the public open house to identify 
airport issues and build the airport conditions and needs 
assessment. The surveys close on May 18, 2018.

Hard copies of the survey are available at:
Christopher Johnston, P.E., Project Manager,
Telephone: 907-451-2322, Email: chris.johnston@alaska.gov
To correspond by text telephone: (TDD) 907-451-2363

PROJECT WEBSITE: http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/stmarys

OPEN HOUSE
Date: Thursday April 26, 2018

Time: 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Location: City Hall, St. Mary’s, Alaska

St. Mary’s Airport

Improvements

St. Mary’s Airport

Improvements

Project No. Z605630000

•   Resurfacing runways, taxiways, and apron.
•   Replacing the airport lighting system. 
•   Upgrading the segmented circle and wind cones.

Survey for air carriers, lease holders, and pilots: 
https://bit.ly/2pSWpXq (case sensitive)
Survey for business owners and managers: 
https://bit.ly/2Gn5oHt (case sensitive)
Survey for travelers, residents, and elected officials: 
https://bit.ly/2pTvRpb (case sensitive) If you have questions, please contact the Department 

Project Manager: 
•   Algaaciq Native Village
•   Asa'carsarmiut Tribe
•   Mountain Village City Hall
•   Native Village of Pitka's Point
    Corporation

•   Nerklikmute Native 
•   Pilot Station Traditional Village
•   St. Mary’s City Hall
•   Yupiit of Andreafski DOT&PF operates all programs without regard to race, religion, color, gender, age, marital 

status, ability, or national origin. Full Title VI Nondiscrimination Policy: dot.alaska.gov/tvi_ 
statement.shtml. To file a complaint, go to: dot.alaska. gov/cvlrts/titlevi.shtml.

Stop by to share your local knowledge and provide feedback. We will 
have a drawing at the end of the meeting for a chance to win a gift card 
from Crowley Fuels and the AC Store.
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St. Mary’s Airport Improvements  
Project Number Z605630000 

 
Open House 

Location: City Hall, St. Mary’s, Alaska 
Date: Thursday, April 26, 2018 

Time: 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.

 

Please stop by to share your local knowledge and provide comments. We will have a drawing at the end of the meeting for a
chance to win a gift card from Crowley Fuels and the AC Store.

 

The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities(DOT& PF), in cooperation with the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), is proposing improvements to the St. Mary’s Airport. The project will be funded through FAA grants.
Prior to obtaining the funding, the FAA requires that the runway safety area meet current design standards. To determine
appropriate design standards for St. Mary’s Airport,  
DOT&PF is seeking your input regarding how the airport plays a role in your community. Your input and commets will help us
identify key issues and concerns regarding current airport conditions and future needs. The information you provide will
assist DOT&PF in developing a conditions and needs assessment, which will be used to plan for airport improvements. To date,
planned improvements include: 
 
                                          1)  Resurfacing runways, taxiways, and apron. 
                                          2)  Replacing the airport lighting system.  
                                          3)  Upgrading the segmented circle and wind cones. 
 
DOT&PF, would like to hear from you. Links to surveys regarding the airport and speci�c uses are provided below. You may �ll
out more than one survey if you �t into multiple use categories. DOT&PF will use the information you provide as well as
comments collected at the public open house to identify airport issues and build the airport conditions and needs assessment.
The surveys close on May 18, 2018. 
 
              Survey for air carriers, lease holders, and pilots: https://bit.ly/2pSWpXq (case sensitive) 
              Survey for business owners and managers: https://bit.ly/2Gn5oHt (case sensitive) 
              Survey for travelers, residents, and elected of�cials: https://bit.ly/2pTvRpb (case sensitive)

Hard copies of the survey are available at:

Algaaciq Native Village

Asa'carsarmiut Tribe

Mountain Village City Hall

Native Village of Pitka's Point

Nerklikmute Native Corporation

Pilot Station Traditional Village
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St. Mary’s City Hall

Yupiit of Andreafski

 

If you have questions, please contact the Department Project Manager:  
Christopher Johnston, P.E., Project Manager  

Telephone: 907-451-2322 
Email: chris.johnston@alaska.gov 

To correspond by text telephone: (TDD) 907-451-2363

Project website: http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/stmarys/

 

DOT&PF operates all programs without regard to race, religion, color, gender, age, marital status, ability, or national origin. Full
Title VI Nondiscrimination Policy: dot.alaska.gov/tvi_statement.shtml. To �le a complaint, go to:
dot.alaska.gov/cvlrts/titlevi.shtml.

 

Leave a Comment

Attachments
None

Revision History
Created 4/10/2018 11:40:30 AM by vzboyd

Details

Department:
Transportation and Public
Facilities

Category: Public Notices
Sub-Category:
Location(s): Northern Region
Project/Regulation #: Z605630000

 
Publish Date: 4/12/2018
Archive Date: 5/18/2018

 
Events/Deadlines: Open House 

4/26/2018 4:00pm - 7:00pm 
View on Map

Attachments, History, Details
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St. Mary’s Airport 
Improvements 

Open House 
 

When: Thursday, April 26, 4-7 PM 

Where: City Hall, St. Mary’s, Alaska 
 

If you have questions, please contact the Department Project Manager:  
Christopher Johnston, P.E. 
Telephone: 907-451-2322 
Email: chris.johnston@alaska.gov 
To correspond by text telephone: (TDD) 907-451-2363 
 
Project website: http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/stmarys/ 
 
DOT&PF operates all programs without regard to race, religion, color, gender, age, 
marital status, ability, or national origin. Full Title VI Nondiscrimination Policy: 
dot.alaska.gov/tvi_statement.shtml. To file a complaint, go to: 
dot.alaska.gov/cvlrts/titlevi.shtml. 
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Heather A. Campfield

From: Anne Brooks <anne@brooks-alaska.ccsend.com> on behalf of Anne Brooks 
<comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, April 16, 2018 8:03 AM
To: Heather A. Campfield
Subject: St. Mary's Airport Improvements - Open House April 26

  

 

 

St. Mary's Airport Improvements 
Project Number Z605630000 
   

Open House 
Date: Thursday, April 26, 2018 
Time: 4 to 7 PM 
Location: City Hall, St. Mary's, Alaska 
 
Stop by to share your local knowledge and provide feedback. We 
will have a drawing at the end of the meeting for a chance to 
win a gift card from Crowley Fuels and the AC Store. 

 
The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities, in cooperation with 
the Federal Aviation Administration, is proposing improvements to the St. 
Mary's Airport. The project will be funded through FAA grants. Prior to 
obtaining the funding, the FAA requires that the runway safety area meet 
current design standards. To determine appropriate design standards for St. 
Mary's Airport, the Department is seeking your input regarding how the 
airport plays a role in your community. Your input will help us identify key 
issues and concerns regarding current airport conditions and future needs. 
The information you provide will assist the Department in developing a 
conditions and needs assessment, which will be used to plan for airport 
improvements. To date, planned improvements include: 

 Resurfacing runways, taxiways, and apron. 
 Replacing the airport lighting system.  
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 Upgrading the segmented circle and wind cones. 

The Department would like to hear from you. Links to surveys regarding 
the airport and specific uses are provided below. You may fill out more than 
one survey if you fit into multiple use categories. The Department will use the 
information you provide as well as comments collected at the public open 
house to identify airport issues and build the airport conditions and needs 
assessment. The surveys close on May 18, 2018. 
 

Survey for air carriers, lease holders, and pilots  
 
Survey for business owners and managers  
 
Survey for travelers, residents, and elected officials  
  

Hard copies of the survey will be available starting April 18 at: 

 Algaaciq Native Village 
 Asa'carsarmiut Tribe 
 Mountain Village City Hall 
 Native Village of Pitkas Point 
 Nerklikmute Native Corporation 
 Pilot Station Traditional Village 
 St. Mary's City Hall 
 Yupiit of Andreafski 

If you have questions, please contact the Department Project Manager:  
  
Christopher Johnston, P.E., Project Manager  
Telephone: 907-451-2322 
Email: chris.johnston@alaska.gov 
To correspond by text telephone: (TDD) 907-451-2363 
  
Project website: http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/stmarys/ 
  
DOT&PF operates all programs without regard to race, religion, color, gender, 
age, marital status, ability, or national origin. Full Title VI Nondiscrimination 
Policy: dot.alaska.gov/tvi_statement.shtml. To file a complaint, go to: 
dot.alaska.gov/cvlrts/titlevi.shtml. 

See what's happening on our social site

 

Brooks & Associates, 1704 Rogers Park Court, Anchorage, AK 99508 
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Try it free today 
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Heather A. Campfield

From: Anne Brooks <anne@brooks-alaska.ccsend.com> on behalf of Anne Brooks 
<comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, April 23, 2018 8:04 AM
To: Heather A. Campfield
Subject: Reminder: St. Mary's Airport Improvements - Open House April 26

  

 

 

St. Mary's Airport Improvements 
Project Number Z605630000 
   

Open House 
Date: Thursday, April 26, 2018 
Time: 4 to 7 PM 
Location: City Hall, St. Mary's, Alaska 
 
Stop by to share your local knowledge and provide feedback. We 
will have a drawing at the end of the meeting for a chance to 
win a gift card from Crowley Fuels and the AC Store. 

 
The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities, in cooperation with 
the Federal Aviation Administration, is proposing improvements to the St. 
Mary's Airport. The project will be funded through FAA grants. Prior to 
obtaining the funding, the FAA requires that the runway safety area meet 
current design standards. To determine appropriate design standards for St. 
Mary's Airport, the Department is seeking your input regarding how the 
airport plays a role in your community. Your input will help us identify key 
issues and concerns regarding current airport conditions and future needs. 
The information you provide will assist the Department in developing a 
conditions and needs assessment, which will be used to plan for airport 
improvements. To date, planned improvements include: 

 Resurfacing runways, taxiways, and apron. 
 Replacing the airport lighting system.  
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 Upgrading the segmented circle and wind cones. 

The Department would like to hear from you. Links to surveys regarding 
the airport and specific uses are provided below. You may fill out more than 
one survey if you fit into multiple use categories. The Department will use the 
information you provide as well as comments collected at the public open 
house to identify airport issues and build the airport conditions and needs 
assessment. The surveys close on May 18, 2018. 
 

Survey for air carriers, lease holders, and pilots  
 
Survey for business owners and managers  
 
Survey for travelers, residents, and elected officials  
  

Hard copies of the survey will be available starting April 18 at: 

 Algaaciq Native Village 
 Asa'carsarmiut Tribe 
 Mountain Village City Hall 
 Native Village of Pitkas Point 
 Nerklikmute Native Corporation 
 Pilot Station Traditional Village 
 St. Mary's City Hall 
 Yupiit of Andreafski 

If you have questions, please contact the Department Project Manager:  
  
Christopher Johnston, P.E., Project Manager  
Telephone: 907-451-2322 
Email: chris.johnston@alaska.gov 
To correspond by text telephone: (TDD) 907-451-2363 
  
Project website: http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/stmarys/ 
  
DOT&PF operates all programs without regard to race, religion, color, gender, 
age, marital status, ability, or national origin. Full Title VI Nondiscrimination 
Policy: dot.alaska.gov/tvi_statement.shtml. To file a complaint, go to: 
dot.alaska.gov/cvlrts/titlevi.shtml. 

See what's happening on our social site

 

Brooks & Associates, 1704 Rogers Park Court, Anchorage, AK 99508 
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Fact Sheet 
 

St. Mary’s Airport Improvements  
Project Number Z605630000 

Project website: http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/stmarys/ 

 
The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (Department), in cooperation 
with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), is proposing improvements to St. Mary’s 
Airport. FAA Airport Improvement Program funds are being used for the project, which 
only allow the Department to do work necessary to support the “critical aircraft”. The 
critical aircraft is the largest type of plane that makes at least 500 operations in a year. 
The objective of this study is to complete an aviation activity forecast and socio-economic 
analysis to determine the critical aircraft and ensure we build a project meeting the 
community’s needs. 
 
To determine the critical aircraft for the St. Mary’s Airport, the Department is seeking your 
input regarding the role the airport plays in your community. Your input will help us identify 
key issues and concerns about current airport conditions and future needs. The 
information you provide will assist the Department in developing a condition and needs 
assessment, which will be used to plan for future airport improvements. To date, planned 
improvements include: 
  

 Resurfacing runways, taxiways, and apron 
 Runway safety area improvements 
 Replacing the airport lighting and sign system  
 Upgrading the segmented circle and wind cones 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Does the State plan to shorten our runway? No. The current study will identify the 
critical aircraft at the airport, which will justify the runway length needed in St. 
Mary’s.  

 
Will the gravel surface be replaced with pavement? The runways will be resurfaced 

using crushed aggregate surfacing (gravel) with a dust palliative. 
 
When will Improvements be constructed? Construction could occur as early as 2021, 

however timing is contingent on available funding. 

To make a comment or for more information please contact:  

Christopher Johnston, P.E., Project Manager  
907-451-2322, chris.johnston@alaska.gov 
To correspond by text telephone: (TDD) 907-451-2363 
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COMMENT SHEET 
St. Mary’s Airport Improvements  

Project Number Z605630000 
 

April 26, 4:00 – 7:00 PM 
City Hall, St. Mary’s Alaska 

 
Public Comment Period is April 26 through May 28, 2018 

 
We welcome written input and ideas from the public. Thank you for taking the time to be involved. 

(If you need more space please use back side of sheet.) 

COMMENTS:  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

How did you hear about this meeting? 
 

 
More information can be found at: http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/stmarys/ 

*Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying information in your comment, be advised 
that your entire comment –including your personal identifying information –may be made publicly available at any time. While you can 
ask us in your comment to withhold from public review your personal identifying information, we cannot guarantee that we will be able 
to do so. 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:               
 
NAME:               
 
MAILING ADDRESS:             
For further information, please contact Christopher Johnston, P.E., Project Manager, at (907) 451-2322 or email 
chris.johnston@alaska.gov. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), please call (907) 451-2363.    
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St. Mary’s Airport Improvements 
Scoping Summary Report 

 
 
 

Appendix C 

Survey Results 
  
Summary of Survey Results 
Traveler, Resident, and/or Elected Official Survey Summary ................................................................C-1 
Business Owner or Manager Survey Summary .....................................................................................C-19 
Air Carrier, Lease Holders, and Pilots Survey Summary  .....................................................................C-40 
 
 
Individually Completed Surveys 
Traveler, Resident, and/or Elected Official Survey Summary ..............................................................C-67 
Business Owner or Manager Survey Summary ...................................................................................C-397 
Air Carrier, Lease Holders, and Pilots Survey Summary  ...................................................................C-467 
 
*Note all surveys completed by hand were entered into the on-line database. 

  



 



Summary of Results for Traveler, Resident, and Elected Official 
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Summary of Results for Business Owner and Manager Surveys 
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Anne Brooks <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>

stmarys airport 

Sylvia Nerby <SNerby@avcp.org> Fri, Apr 13, 2018 at 2:21 PM
To: "comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com" <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>

Good afternoon,

 

I am not in any way in favor of this project.  I was raised in St. Mary’s and if this project goes through then it is only going
to hurt everyone in our community and the surrounding communities.  We already only have one store and if this project
falls through it is only going to jack up prices for food and household items.  Ravn Air is already the only airline that flies in
for passengers and charges an arm and a leg to travel.  Just think how they will be charging for freight to come into our
communities. 

 

The St. Mary’s airport project would also affect our economy in the summer because our fish buyers use NAC to ship out
the fish.  If this happens then they will have no other choice to either stop buying fish or cut the cost of buying fish to a
lower price. 

 

It is already hard to live in rural villages with what resources we have available.  Shorting the runway is just going to hurt
our community and surrounding communities!! I can’t express this enough.  I am going to spread the real word which was
not stated in the flyer to EVERY person I see so that this does not happen.  Yes do repairs but don’t deny us of what little
we have by this project.  FAA wasting money to hurt us is not right. 

 

If I am wrong in any way please inform me.  I know for a fact this is not in ANY WAY good for our economy and our
people. 

 

Thank you

 

Sylvia Nerby
Tribal Workforce Development Specialist

Associaton of Village Council Presidents

Box 128

St. Mary’s, AK, 99658

Email: Snerby@avcp.org

Phone: (907)438-2328

Cell: (907) 438-6245

Fax: (907) 438-2326
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Heather A. Campfield

From: Johnston, Christopher F (DOT) <chris.johnston@alaska.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 13, 2018 3:22 PM
To: SNerby@avcp.org
Cc: Heather A. Campfield; Jensen, Melissa L (DOT)
Subject: RE: ST MARYS
Attachments: Project Scoping letter updated.pdf

Sylvia, 
 
Thank you for your questions.  The objective of this project is to resurface the St Mary’s runways, among other work.  At 
this time, we do not plan to shorten the runway.   
 
However, we have some work to do in order to justify rehabilitating the full runway length.  The FAA Airport 
Improvement Program funds we have available for the project only let us do work needed to support the “critical 
aircraft”, which is the largest type of plane that makes at least 500 operations in a year.  We’re currently working on a 
study to forecast the critical aircraft as well as collect other information we’ll need for the project.  We are hopeful that 
we can justify the existing runway length based on the forecast. 
 
If we do find that the critical aircraft doesn’t require the full length of existing runway, before we could proceed with a 
project to shorten the runway we would need to document that shortening the runway does not have a significant 
impact on the communities’ economy, or otherwise mitigate for those impacts, in accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  Additional community and agency involvement would be conducted to evaluate that 
action and FAA would ultimately need to approve that environmental document. 
 
For additional information, you can see our project website at.  http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/stmarys/  We’ll be updating 
it again with more information prior to the open house and will try to include some frequently asked questions.  I also 
hope you’ll be able to attend our meeting in St Mary’s on the 26th.   
 
Christopher Johnston, P.E.  
Engineering Manager | Northern Region Design | Alaska Department of Transportation 
2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, AK 99709 | (907)451‐2322 | chris.johnston@alaska.gov  
Physical office at 2720 Picket Place, Fairbanks, AK 
 
 
 

From: Sylvia Nerby [mailto:SNerby@avcp.org]  
Sent: Friday, April 13, 2018 2:26 PM 
To: Johnston, Christopher F (DOT) <chris.johnston@alaska.gov> 
Subject: ST MARYS 
 
 
Good afternoon Chris, 
 
I have a question about the flyer that was sent out to the community members regarding the airport runway 
project.  Why did you not state the effects this project would be to our economy?  Why did you not state that this will 
shorten our runway and stop major freight businesses to land on the runway if the project falls through? 
 
Thank you, 
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Sylvia Nerby 
Tribal Workforce Development Specialist 
Associaton of Village Council Presidents 
Box 128 
St. Mary’s, AK, 99658 
Email: Snerby@avcp.org 
Phone: (907)438-2328 
Cell: (907) 438-6245 
Fax: (907) 438-2326 
 

 

This message has been scanned for malware by Websense. www.websense.com 
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Heather A. Campfield

From: Johnston, Christopher F (DOT) <chris.johnston@alaska.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, April 18, 2018 2:19 PM
To: Walton Smith
Cc: WILLIAM ALSTROM; Ralstrom; Yupiit of Andreafski; Carla McConnell; Sven Paukan; 

randy@borealfish.com; Kipp Baratoff; Algaaciq Tribal Administrator; Rosalind 
Schmeling; David Herbert; Olson, Donny (LEG); Deborah Vo; Foster, Neal W (LEG); 
Anderson, Ryan (DOT); Frye, Caitlin S (DOT); Beck, Albert M L (DOT); Schacher, Sarah E 
(DOT); Heather A. Campfield

Subject: St Mary's Airport Improvements

Walton, 
 
Thank you for reaching out to the project team. I want to assure you that there are no plans currently to shorten the 
runway length at the St. Mary’s Airport. We understand that shortening the runway would have a significant impact on 
the community and are working closely with FAA to find a solution that takes those impacts into consideration. 
 
The project to resurface and upgrade the St. Mary’s Airport, as you know, is funded with federal dollars through FAA’s 
Airport Improvement Program. That program will only provide funding for improvements that support “critical aircraft,” 
which is typically defined as the largest aircraft having at least 500 annual operations (takeoffs and landings) at the 
airport. Our goal for the open house next week is to help determine the critical aircraft that use the St. Mary’s Airport, 
which includes gathering information about current and forecasted airport operations, the community’s key issues and 
concerns regarding current airport conditions and future needs, and a socio‐economic analysis for St. Mary’s and the 
surrounding communities. More or less, we’re trying to get as much information about and input from the community 
as possible. We are hopeful that with all this information, we will be able to justify the existing runway length based on 
the aviation forecast. 
 
After we collect all this information, if we are still not able to justify that the critical aircraft require the full length of the 
existing runway, we will move onto an analysis of the economic impacts of shortening the runway to the community. If 
we demonstrate to FAA that shortening the runway will have a significant impact on the St. Mary’s and surrounding 
communities’ economies, then we will not move forward with shortening the runway. If it gets to this point, we will 
solicit more input from the community and other agencies in order to make a determination, and you will be informed 
and involved in that process. Ultimately, FAA would need to review and approve of our determination. 
 
I understand that the results of these determinations on your community will have a huge impact. We are looking 
forward to speaking with the community to better explain this process and to hear from folks to better understand their 
concerns about this project at the open house on the 26th. Anything you can do to help us get the word out about this 
project and to encourage people to participate would be a huge help. It is essential to us that the community is heavily 
involved in this process. 
 
For additional information, you can see our project website at http://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/stmarys/.  We’ll be updating it 
again with more information prior to the open house. In the meantime, if you have any questions, feel free to contact 
me directly by email or at 451‐2322. 
 
 
Christopher Johnston, P.E.  
Engineering Manager | Northern Region Design | Alaska Department of Transportation 
2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, AK 99709 | (907)451‐2322 | chris.johnston@alaska.gov  
Physical office at 2720 Picket Place, Fairbanks, AK 
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From: Walton Smith <waltonksm@yahoo.com> 
Date: April 18, 2018 at 00:15:00 AKDT 
To: "tanderzen@hdlalaska.com" <tanderzen@hdlalaska.com> 
Cc: WILLIAM ALSTROM <nnc@gci.net>, Ralstrom <ralstrom@yahoo.com>, "Yupiit of 
Andreafski" <yupiit.of.andreafski@gmail.com>, Carla McConnell <cmcconnell@stmnc.net>, 
Sven Paukan <spaukan187@gmail.com>, "randy@borealfish.com" <randy@borealfish.com>, 
Kipp Baratoff <kipp@fishpeopleseafood.com>, Algaaciq Tribal Administrator 
<algaaciq@yahoo.com>, Rosalind Schmeling <rozsbnb@hotmail.com>, Dave Herbert 
<dherbert@smcsd.us>, "Sen. Donny Olson" <sen.donny.olson@akleg.gov>, "Deborah Vo" 
<deborah_vo@murkowski.senate.gov>, "Representative.Neal.Foster@akleg.gov" 
<Representative.Neal.Foster@akleg.gov> 
Subject: the questionnaire that is being used 
Reply-To: Walton Smith <waltonksm@yahoo.com> 

Tors:  
 
I did not hear back from you on my complaint about the poorly constructed 
questionnaire and what I feel to be a very inadequate public notice.  I believe both are 
biased by mentioning all the improvements, but failing to address the planned loss of 
2000' of runway; our major air freight carriers; and our fishing industry. I do have fairly 
extensive experience in questionnaire construction and bias caused by introductory 
statements and omissions of fact. Your public notice and your questionnaires are 
exceedingly biased by this "minor" omission of the project scope.   
 
I have attached my original letter with the stated concerns that I still do not feel are 
being addressed by the  study public notices and the questionnaires. 
 
I hope that you can rectify this situation.  
 
Walton Smith.  
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From: Walton Smith [mailto:waltonksm@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2018 9:28 AM 
To: Tor S. Anderzen <tanderzen@hdlalaska.com> 
Subject: Any answer yet on the content of the cards and questionnaires? 
  
Did anyone have an answer abut the information being distributed NOT addressing a shortened runway? 
  
Thanks, 
Walton 
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Heather A. Campfield

From: BA Comments <comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 26, 2018 2:31 PM
To: Johnston, Christopher F (DOT); Foster, Hui Ping (DOT)
Cc: Mark R. Swenson; Heather A. Campfield
Subject: St. Mary's Airport

Team — 
 
I received a call today from Chris Tracy with Alaska Native Industries Cooperative Association, Inc. (ANICA). 
They are a wholesale purchasing and service cooperative serving stores in rural Alaska. They service Pilot 
Station and Mt. Village in our project area.  
 
Chris wanted to know if our project would shorten the runway. I explained that we were conducting a 
Practicability Study that would look at activity into St. Mary’s airport and develop runway safety area 
alternatives. I explained that this work would also address the socioeconomic impacts of changes to the airport. 
 
He stated that they fly groceries and appliances into the villages and some of this equipment could not fit in 
smaller aircraft such as the Dash 8. He typically uses the larger plans provided by Everts or Northern Air 
Cargo.  
 
He also asked specific questions about whether the airport would be closed during construction, whether 
construction would be done in summer or winter, etc.. I explained that it would depend on the project and that 
airport users would be notified of any proposed closures. I again explained that summer/winter construction 
would depend on the scope of the work, availability of material, contractor and other factors and we would not 
know until a real project was selected and the contract awarded.  
 
I encouraged him to complete our survey online and provide as much detail about their shipments as possible, 
such as the frequency of shipping appliances. He said he would complete the survey.  
 
He is based in Seattle and his telephone # is 1-800-426-2128 and email ctracy@anicainc.com. I will add him to 
our contact list so he receives future notices.  He had only heard about the meeting today. 
 
Anne Brooks, P.E., Public Involvement Specialist 
Brooks & Associates 
Email: comments.brooksalaska@gmail.com 
Tel: 907-272-1877 
Toll Free Tel: 866-535-1877 
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Brooke A. Therrien

From: Harold Townsend <Harold.Townsend@Flyravn.com>
Sent: Friday, May 18, 2018 4:31 PM
To: Tor S. Anderzen
Subject: FW: Saint Mary's Airport Improvement Comments

Mr. Anderzen, 
 
See the email below regarding the Dash 8 limitations if the runway in St. Marty’s is shorten. 
 
Also see the summary data from our commercial department. 
 

 
 
Harold Townsend 
VP Operations 
Corvus Airlines 
4700 Old International Airport Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 
 
(907) 266-8306 Office 
(907) 632-0374 Mobile 
harold.townsend@flyravn.com 
 

 
 
Confidentiality Notice: If you are not the intended recipient, please delete this message and notify the sender. 
Unauthorized dissemination of the information contained within, by any manner is prohibited.  
 
From: Harold Townsend  
Sent: Friday, March 17, 2017 10:21 AM 
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To: isadora.fanning@alaska.gov 
Subject: Saint Mary's Airport Improvement Comments 
 
Dear Isadora Fanning, 
  
In response to your request for comments on shortening the Saint Mary’s (KSM) runway from 6,000 ft. to 4,000 ft., Ravn 
would like to make you aware of the significant impact that would have on our ability to provide air transportation to 
the community of St. Mary’s. 
  
If the KSM runway is shorten to 4,000 ft., at all temperatures, our payload on departure will be reduced by 30%.  This is 
effectively 10 less passengers that can be transported from the community.  The airport is already restrictive with a 
gravel runway, and becomes even further restricted when contaminated in the winter.  Reducing the length to 4,000 ft. 
will significantly reduce the air travel capacity for the community of St. Mary’s. 
  
The proposed width reduction of taxiways A and B to 50 feet wide are not restrictive to our operations. 
  
Thank you for allowing us to comment on this proposal.  Please give me a call for further discussion. 
 
 
Harold Townsend 
VP Operations 
Corvus Airlines 
(907) 266-8306 Office 
(907) 632-0374 Mobile 
harold.townsend@flyravn.com 
 

 
 
Confidentiality Notice: If you are not the intended recipient, please delete this message and notify the sender. 
Unauthorized dissemination of the information contained within, by any manner is prohibited.  
 

D-47



1

Brooke A. Therrien

From: Heather A. Campfield
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2018 9:24 AM
To: Brooke A. Therrien
Subject: FW: St. Mary's Airport comment
Attachments: St. Mary's.Airport.comment.pdf

 
 
Heather Campfield 
Environmental Services Manager 
 

 
202 West Elmwood Avenue 
Palmer, Alaska 99645 
(907) 746‐5230 (Office) 
(907) 229‐5646 (Cell) 
(907) 746‐5231 (Fax) 
hcampfield@hdlalaska.com 
 
From: Johnston, Christopher F (DOT) [mailto:chris.johnston@alaska.gov]  
Sent: Friday, May 25, 2018 11:53 AM 
To: Heather A. Campfield <hcampfield@hdlalaska.com>; Mark R. Swenson <mswenson@hdlalaska.com> 
Cc: Foster, Hui Ping (DOT) <hui‐ping.foster@alaska.gov>; Jensen, Melissa L (DOT) <melissa.jensen@alaska.gov> 
Subject: FW: St. Mary's Airport comment 
 
FYI. 
 
From: Hannibal Anderson [mailto:aanderson@lysd.org]  
Sent: Friday, May 25, 2018 10:31 AM 
To: Johnston, Christopher F (DOT) <chris.johnston@alaska.gov> 
Subject: St. Mary's Airport comment 
 
Dear Mr. Johnston, 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to comment on the St. Mary's Airport Improvement Project. The St. Mary's airport 
is heavily used by the Lower Yukon School District for freight and for travel to and from Anchorage. The 
LYSD district office is located in Mountain Village, which is connected by road to St. Mary's. That road 
connection provides the district maintenance office with access to freight and cargo transported by large plane 
from Anchorage. That access is a tremendous benefit, as opposed to needing to rely on smaller planes for cargo 
and freight, presumably routed through Bethel. Similarly, LYSD personnel from the district office and school 
sites often and regularly utilize the RAVN flights between Anchorage and Bethel. Travel through Bethel to and 
from the villages in LYSD is often compromised by weather. Should the St. Mary's to Anchorage flights flights 
stop occurring, travel for district personnel would certainly be compromised and more complicated. While such 
complications can often be dealt with, significant stress and cost notwithstanding, complications arising in 
emergencies would be seriously problematic. In short, I strongly encourage the renovation and improvement to 
involve the full present runway length. Thank you for your consideration. 
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Hannibal Anderson 
 
Note: Attached is a comment from Matthew Kozevnikoff. 
 
 
--  
Hannibal Anderson  
Assistant Superintendent 
Lower Yukon School District 
907-591-2411 ext. 2002 (office) 
907-591-6149 (cell) 
aanderson@lysd.org 
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Brooke A. Therrien

From: Heather A. Campfield
Sent: Wednesday, May 09, 2018 12:38 PM
To: Brooke A. Therrien; Camden Yehle
Cc: Mark R. Swenson; Tor S. Anderzen
Subject: FW: Resolution 18-05 Airport Project (St Mary's)
Attachments: YOA Res 18-05 Comment on Airport Proj.pdf

FYI 
 
Heather Campfield 
Environmental Services Manager 
 

 
202 West Elmwood Avenue 
Palmer, Alaska 99645 
(907) 746‐5230 (Office) 
(907) 229‐5646 (Cell) 
(907) 746‐5231 (Fax) 
hcampfield@hdlalaska.com 
 
From: Johnston, Christopher F (DOT) [mailto:chris.johnston@alaska.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 09, 2018 12:36 PM 
To: Beck, Albert M L (DOT) <albert.beck@alaska.gov>; Schacher, Sarah E (DOT) <sarah.schacher@alaska.gov>; Mark R. 
Swenson <mswenson@hdlalaska.com>; Heather A. Campfield <hcampfield@hdlalaska.com>; Chapman, Judy (DOT) 
<judy.chapman@alaska.gov> 
Cc: Foster, Hui Ping (DOT) <hui‐ping.foster@alaska.gov>; Weingarth, Erik S (DOT) <erik.weingarth@alaska.gov>; Jensen, 
Melissa L (DOT) <melissa.jensen@alaska.gov> 
Subject: FW: Resolution 18‐05 Airport Project (St Mary's) 
 
FYI 
 
From: Yupiit of Andreafski [mailto:yupiit.of.andreafski@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 9, 2018 10:31 AM 
To: Johnston, Christopher F (DOT) <chris.johnston@alaska.gov> 
Cc: Algaaciq Tribe <algaaciq@yahoo.com>; w smith <waltonksm@yahoo.com>; Pitka's Point <pitkaspoint@yahoo.com>; 
Catherine Moses <atcyouth@gci.net>; Martin Kelly <mpkelly_963@hotmail.com>; Nick Andrew 
<nandrewmlltc@gci.net>; mtn.cityclerk@outlook.com; Vivian Korthuis <vkorthuis@avcp.org>; 
deborah_vo@murkowski.senate.gov; Senator_sullivan@sullivan.senate.gov; eleanorgray.mullen@mail.house.gov 
Subject: Resolution 18‐05 Airport Project 
 
Attached is the Yupiit of Andreafski Tribal Council's Resolution 18-05 urging AKDOTPF and FAA to provide 
full funding for the current runway as it is. 
 
--  
Yupiit of Andreafski 
Richard Alstrom, Tribal Administrator 
PO Box 88 
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St. Marys, Alaska 99658 
Ph:  907-438-2312; Fax:  907-438-2512 
  
  
This message may contain confidential and/or privileged information. If you are not the addressee or authorized to receive this for 
the addressee, you must not use, copy, disclose, or take any action based on this message or any information herein. If you have 
received this message in error, please advise the sender immediately by reply e-mail and delete this message. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 
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